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A Desk-Based Heritage Assessment at The Ram Jam Inn, A1 Northbound, 
Stretton, Rutland. 
 
Andrew Hyam 
 

Summary 

A desk-based heritage assessment has been prepared for the Ram Jam Inn, Stretton, 
Rutland in response to a proposed redevelopment of the site. The assessment was 
prepared for Godwin Developments by the University of Leicester Archaeological 
Services (ULAS). The site currently contains the former coaching inn known as The 
Ram Jam Inn. 
 
The original building was used as a coaching inn to serve the stage coach traffic 
travelling along the Great North Road between London and Edinburgh. Prior to 
becoming the Ram Jam Inn in the early 1800s the inn was known as the Winchelsea 
Arms after the Earls of Winchelsea who were the local landowning family. The original 
building is likely to date to the 18th century although a full building survey would be 
needed to give a more accurate date. The building was significantly rebuilt and 
enlarged in the early 20th century to take advantage of the growing motor traffic using 
the increasingly busy A1. Additional extensions were added in the later 1970s and 
1990s to cope with the changing nature of the clientele. 
 
Although the inn is one of the few remaining coaching inns still surviving alongside the 
road which it was built to serve, it is not in its original form. The unusual name of Ram 
Jam Inn has given it a place in both local and national memory. Popular but 
unsubstantiated associations link the inn and its name to highwayman Dick Turpin 
whilst other more mundane stories suggest other sources of the name. More recent links 
are noted with Geno Washington and his Ram Jam Band which used the inn as its 
inspiration for the band name. The famous Ram Jam Club in Brixton also owes its name 
to the inn.   
 
 

Introduction 

In accordance with National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) Section 16 
Conserving and Enhancing the Historic Environment this document forms the report 
for a Desk-Based Heritage Assessment at The Ram Jam Inn, A1 northbound, Stretton, 
Rutland (NGR: SK9461 1596). 
 
The assessment was commissioned by Godwin Developments from University of 
Leicester Archaeological Services (ULAS) in respect to a proposed redevelopment of 
the former inn site. Under planning application Number 2018/0539/FUL Godwin 
Developments proposed to demolish the former in and redevelop the site to provide 
three drive-through units (Use Class A3/A5) and one drive-to unit (Use Class A1/A3) 
with associated parking and landscaping. This application was refused by Rutland 
County Council in October 2018 for a number of reasons one of which related to the 
building which stated: 
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The development would result in the loss of the Ram Jam Inn which is 
acknowledged as an iconic historic building on a main entry to the County of 
Rutland and its loss would not be mitigated by the design and layout of the proposed 
development. The proposal would thereby result in the loss of a non-designated 
heritage asset and there is insufficient public benefit to offset the resulting substantial 
harm, contrary to Polices CS22 of the Core Strategy (2011) and SP20 of the Site 
Allocations and Policies DPD (2014) and the advice in Para 197 of the NPPF. 
   
The Ram Jam Inn site lies on the western side of the A1 Great North Road with the 
village of Stretton being on the eastern side of the major road (Figs 1, 2 and 3). Stretton 
lies within a conservation area but the limits of this area do not extend as far west as 
the inn.   
 
 
 
 

 
 

Figure 1 Site location 
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Figure 2 Ram Jam location 

Source: Google Imagery ©2018 
Ram Jam Inn circled in red. A1 road runs from top to bottom of picture. Stretton 

Village on right. Approximate outline of conservation area shown in yellow. 
North to top of picture 

 
Figure 3 Site boundaries 
Plan provided by client 
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Aims and Methods 

The aim of this assessment is to present information on the character, date and state of 
preservation and significance of the non-designated cultural heritage asset which is The 
Ram Jam Inn.  
 
The assessment takes into account previous phases of the building and attempts to 
establish what impact future development will have on the structure as it survives to the 
present day. The desk-based heritage assessment should, once the above information 
has been gathered, assist in providing an informed planning decision as to whether 
further stages of work are necessary.  
 
The study focussed mainly on the existing buildings within the site boundaries although 
a wider area was assessed to provide context. All work follows the Chartered Institute 
for Archaeologist’s (CIfA) Code of Conduct (rev. 2014) and adheres to their Standard 
and Guidance for Archaeological Desk-based Assessments (rev. 2014). Guidance on 
setting is provided by Heritage England Historic Environment Good Practice and 
Advice in Planning, Note 3: The Setting of Heritage Assets (2015). 
 
  

Methodology 
This report has been prepared based upon information current and available as of 
28/05/2019. The following sources have been consulted to assess previous land use and 
archaeological potential:  
 

 Archaeological records (Historic Environment Record (HER) for Nottingham)  

 Previous Ordnance Survey and other maps of the area and Edina Digimap 
Website (digimap.edina.ac.uk).  

 Geological maps (ULAS Reference Library and British Geological Survey 
website)  

 NMR (National Monuments Record) digital data from Historic England 

 Online digital sources e.g. Heritage Gateway, Pastscape, MAGIC, British History 
Online, British Geological Survey, OASIS, British library  

 Historical background material (ULAS and University of Leicester library 
resources).  

 Leicestershire Archaeological and Historical Society Transactions Journals. 
 
A site visit was undertaken on the 15th and 16th of May 2018 to examine the site and 
building. At the time of the visit the inn had been closed and disused since 2013. 
Internally, most fixtures and fittings had been removed and the ground floor windows 
were boarded over. There was evidence of petty vandalism both inside and out.  
 

Site location, Geology and Topology 

The site of the Ram Jam Inn lies on the western side of the main A1 Great North Road. 
Stretton village lies on the eastern side of the A1 with the closest buildings being 
approximately 100m away from the inn. The centre of the village is around 250m from 
the Ram Jam Inn. The growth of the A1 into a major road has isolated the inn from the 
village so that the two can only be reached by a relatively modern road which passes 
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beneath the A1 to the north of the site. Trees and hedges alongside the A1 mean that 
the inn can only be seen from a few points within the village. As noted Stretton village 
is a conservation area although the boundaries closely follow the edges of the village 
and run along the eastern edge of the A1 so that the inn lies outside the conservation 
area (Fig. 2). 
 
The Ram Jam Inn faces eastwards onto the A1 which reflects its original purpose of a 
coaching inn to attract travellers passing north and south through the county. Later 
additions to the building have extended the range to the west away from the road which 
is now extremely noisy. To the north and west of the inn is an area of grass with some 
trees and hedged boundaries. A large car park is located on the southern side of the site.  
 
The Ram Jam Service Station is located to the south of the inn and consists of a low 
single storey building possibly dating to the 1930s. Attached to the east side of this 
building is a modern large metal-clad garage building. The service station canopies 
alongside the A1 are all modern. 
 
The site is generally flat with a very slight slope down to the north-east. The centre of 
the site is at approximately 100m aOD and covers an area of around 7000m2. The 
British geological Survey indicates that the underlying bedrock is likely to be of upper 
Lincolnshire limestone with superficial deposits of Oadby member clays and gravels. 
  
 

Archaeological and Historical Background 

The name of Stretton is derived from the Saxon meaning of a settlement on the road 
which refers to its position on the Roman north to south Ermine Street. A number of 
prehistoric sites have been noted within the locality in the form of pit alignments, ring 
ditches and enclosures all of which suggest a reasonably active landscape prior to the 
commencement of the Romano-British period. It is likely that Ermine Street followed 
the line of earlier trackways but it is this period which laid the foundations for the major 
route to the north and which has been used ever since. Eventually the road became 
known as The Great North Road and is now known as the A1.   
 
Stretton village is mentioned in the Domesday Book which indicates that the village 
was attached to the Manor of Market Overton which was held by Judith the niece of 
William the Conqueror. The church of Saint Nicholas forms the core of the village and 
has 12th century components but is likely to have earlier origins. During the medieval 
period Greetham Deer Park covered a large area to the south of the site. There is no 
record during this time of any formal stopping places for travellers on the former 
Ermine Street although it may be presumed that advantage of any available food and 
shelter would be taken. 
 
The Great North Road in its present recognisable form began to be used as a stage coach 
and mail route in the early 17th century and ran from London via York up to Edinburgh. 
Only parts of the route followed earlier Roman roads but it does appear to have used 
and improved many existing Roman routes. The busiest period for the route was in the 
first half of the 19th century after which the introduction of the railways offered a more 
comfortable, safer and faster alternative. Against this the fastest time a stage coach 
could offer from London to Edinburgh was 451/2 hours. The final documented stage 
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coach run from London to Newcastle was in 1842 although shorter and more local 
services continued for many years after this date.  
 
Soon after the introduction of the stage coach services coaching inns sprang up along 
the route. These early forms of motorway service stations would provide food and drink 
for passengers and, if they needed it, overnight accommodation. Horses could also be 
fed, watered and changed here. Due to the construction of by-passes around towns and 
villages in the later 20th and the present century very few coaching inns now survive 
along the current north to south route which makes the Ram Jam Inn something of a 
rarity in that it still sits alongside the major road which it was built to serve. 
 
The Ram Jam Inn, as noted, faces eastwards out onto the A1 in a position designed to 
be seen by passing traffic. A detailed study of the building has not been undertaken but 
initial inspection and documentary sources suggest that the inn, and parts of the 
building, date at least to the 18th century. Its first known name was the Winchelsea 
Arms after the Earls of Winchelsea who were prominent land owners in the area. By 
the early 19th century the name had changed to the Ram Jam Inn. Sources vary about 
this date between 1802 and 1820. This study shows that the 1815 hand drawn Ordnance 
Survey map identifies the site as Ram Jam (without the word Inn) suggesting that the 
name was reasonably well-established by this date (see cartographic evidence section 
below). 
 
The Leicestershire Historic Environment Record (HER) records the Ram Jam Inn as 
MLE23675 and gives the following information: 
 
Stone coaching inn with two ranges gable end onto the main road, joined by a three-
bay central section. Tudor styling with hoodmoulds and mullion windows. Originally 
the Winchelsea Arms, known as the Ram Jam Inn from c.1800. Said to have been 
frequented by Dick Turpin.  
 
The HER entry also discusses some of the possible sources for the inn’s name.  
 
In addition to the entry concerning the inn the HER also has record MLE5324 which 
is a possible medieval sundial. This is listed as: a simple stone sundial found in 1926 
during alterations to the inn. It is now built into its front wall. This is still present on 
the east facing elevation of the inn (Fig. 4). 
 
The unusual name of Ram Jam has been subject to much speculation in past years and 
may even have been chosen deliberately to excite debate from the very start. The most 
romantic story for the name is associated with the notorious 17th century highwayman 
Dick Turpin. In this story he was supposed to have duped the landlady into “ramming” 
and “jamming” her thumbs into a barrel whilst he went to fetch a spline and bung but 
in actual fact left without paying his bill. A slightly racier version has the landlord 
becoming stuck this way whilst Turpin takes the landlady upstairs. This is a popular 
story and has been immortalised in the present pub sign which still hangs outside today 
(Fig. 5). The Georgian Era website quotes an article in the 1878 Grantham Journal 
which says that the pub sign with the landlady and Turpin was a recent edition which 
had only just replaced a sign still showing the Winchelsea Arms. The article also notes 
that the place was identified as Ram Jam House until shortly before 1878 and not as the 
Ram Jam Inn. 
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An alternative to the origin of the Ram Jam name is that it may have come from Charles 
Blake who was the landlord in 1802. In this story, bottles of drink were “rammed and 
jammed” into passing coaches. Possibly more believable is that the name has its origins 
from a soldier who had served in India. This version of the name comes from a servant 
who was known as a Rum Johnny which became corrupted to Ram Jam. The soldier 
then returned to England and the inn where he sold a drink known as Ram Jam (Swift 
1965).  
 
It would appear therefore that the true origin of the name has been lost over time. What 
is clear is that it still excites debate to the present day with each person having their 
own favourite personal preference. Many people confidently state their version as the 
real truth.   
 
A later link with fame is with Geno Washington and his backing group the Ram Jam 
Band. In the 1960s Washington was stationed with the US Air Force in East Anglia but 
at the same time performed at gigs in London. The Ram Jam Inn was a regular stopping 
place for him on the way home. In the mid-1960s Washington joined with guitarist Pete 
Gage and formed the distinctively named Ram Jam Band which continued until 1969 
but then re-formed in 2005. The Ram Jam Club in Brixton was named in tribute to the 
band and featured such legends as Jimi Hendrix, Cream, The Skatellites among others.    
  
 

 
Figure 4 Medieval sundial MLE5324 

Built into wall above ground floor windows on east facing elevation 
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Figure 5 Ram Jam Inn sign 

Showing Dick Turpin and the unfortunate land lady 
 

Cartographic Evidence 

The earliest available map consulted was the Rutland map engraved by B. Barker in 
1791-1797. Unfortunately this does not have enough detail to show the proposed 
development site. The next available map is the 1815 hand drawn Ordnance Survey of 
the Corby area which shows a building on the site which is identified as Ram Jam. For 
copyright reasons this cannot be reproduced in this report but is held at the British 
Library (http://www.bl.uk/onlinegallery/onlineex/ordsurvdraw/c/zoomify82355.html).  

The First Edition of the Ordnance Survey County Series maps was published in 1885 
and shows a significantly different building to that which exists today. The map does 
not name the site as the Ram Jam Inn but shows a rectangular building facing onto the 
main road (Fig. 6). Although there is no internal detail shown it would appear that the 
building consists of a narrow range facing the road with another range attached to the 
rear (western) side which is shorter than the main range. A number of structures appear 
to be attached to the northern end of the building. The land to the south of the inn has a 
long building set back from the road which is partially on the site of the present car park 
and the modern steel garage building. 

By the time of the second edition OS map, published in 1904, a small addition has been 
built against the southern end of the inn building and the rear outbuildings have been 
increased in size (Fig. 7). The building to the south of the inn has now disappeared. 
After the 1904 edition there is a significant gap in the available maps with the next map 
not being published until 1951 by which time a significant change has taken place. This 
map shows a large addition built at a right-angle across the northern end of the original 
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building (Fig. 8). Scaling is quite difficult but the addition seems to have removed the 
older structures attached to the northern end of the building as shown in the previous 
maps. This map also has the name of the inn. 
 
Another large gap in the available maps occurs from the 1951 edition with the next map 
not being published until 1977. The map is shown on the DigiMap website at 
https://digimap.edina.ac.uk/roam/map/historic but cannot be reproduced in this report for 
copyright reasons. This edition shows the inn very much as it exists to the present day 
but with a small partially enclosed courtyard on the western side of the building. At the 
time of the survey this courtyard had been covered over to provide a large lounge area. 
The current Ordnance Survey map shows the inn and site as it was at the time of this 
report. 
 
 

Documentary Sources 

Because of its location, and possibly, its rather unusual name there are many references 
to the Ram Jam Inn on the internet and it even has its own page on Wikipedia. Among 
other things this page also notes that in 1878 the 5th Earl of Lonsdale ran the 100 miles 
from Knightsbridge barracks to the inn in under 18 hours to win a bet. This would seem 
to suggest that the inn was a well-known venue at the time, even in London.  
  
Three very useful photographs are shown in the Rutland Local history Society’s 
publication studying the villages of Rutland. These show the inn around the turn of the 
19th and 20th centuries and, as with the 1885 map, show a markedly different building 
to that which exists today. Figure 9 shows a low-roofed 5-bayed building facing onto 
the main road with a small single storey building attached to its northern end. The 
photograph appears to have been taken in the later 1800s or the very early 1900s and 
shows a sign for Shell petrol but no garage building. The petrol sign indicates the shift 
from horse-drawn transport towards the internal combustion engine and that the inn 
was quick to take advantage of the new technology. The next picture, taken in the early 
1900s, shows that the garage has been built close to the roadside in a similarly 
prominent location to the inn (Fig. 10). The photograph shows the extension on the 
southern end of the inn which suggests that it was taken around 1904 or soon 
afterwards. Figure 11 shows a close-up of the east facing elevation of the inn again 
around 1904. This image suggests that the inn was a reasonably small building which 
may have been enlarged from three separate dwellings built as a short terrace alongside 
the Great North Road. None of the photographs show what the rear (west facing) 
elevation of the inn looked like 

A drawing found among the rubble during the site visit may have been reproduced from 
one of these photographs and shows the marked contrast between the past and present 
buildings (Fig. 12). The author of the picture was not identified. 
 
A useful postcard of a water-colour painting produced in around 1920 shows the inn 
frontage which has been transformed into its present state with a gable facing outwards 
at each end. The HER record suggests that the medieval sundial was unearthed in 1926 
and built into the modified inn which means that the major extension probably took 
place around this time. It is possible that the painting was commissioned to 
commemorate the newly rebuilt Ram Jam Inn. Unfortunately copyright reasons mean 
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that this picture cannot be reproduced in this report but it can be viewed online at the 
Leicestershire and Rutland Gardens Trust website:  
http://www.lrgt.org/postcards.php?pid=269  
 
A report produced by Mewies Engineering Consultants Ltd in February 2018 briefly 
looked at the history of the building and carried out a non-intrusive structural survey. 
The report concluded that the building has an original core with later additions and 
extensions. It also suggested that the different extensions may have been built on 
different types of foundations and that new openings may have weakened parts of the 
structure. 
 
 

 
Figure 6 Detail from 1885 First Edition Ordnance Survey map 

Sheet: Rutland III.13 (Greetham; Stretton; Thistleton) 
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Figure 7 Detail from Second Edition Ordnance Survey map 1904 

Sheet: Rutland III.13 (Greetham; Stretton; Thistleton) 
 

 
Figure 8 Detail from 1951 Ordnance Survey map 

Sheet: Lincolnshire CXXXIX.SW 
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Figure 9 The Ram Jam Inn just before 1900 

Photograph is looking south-west. Villages of Rutland Vol. 1 Pt. 2  
Photograph shows a single storey building on the northern end of the main structure 

but no gables as exist at present 
 

 
Figure 10 The Ram Jam Inn and garage around 1900 

Photograph is looking north-west. Villages of Rutland Vol. 1 Pt. 2 
The present garage building is set further back from the road and slightly to the left of 

the building shown here. Note extension on southern side of the inn 
 



Desk-Based Heritage Assessment at The Ram Jam Inn, Stretton, Rutland    

ULAS Report Number 2019-071 13 

 
Figure 11 Ram Jam Inn around 1900 

Photograph is looking south-west. Villages of Rutland Vol. 1 Pt. 2 
This image shows extensions on both ends of the main building 

 
Figure 12 Picture found inside the building during the May 2019 site visit 
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Site Visit 

The site was visited on the 15th of May 2019 with a return visit being made on the 16th 
due to access problems on the previous day. The site had been empty and unused since 
2013 and has consequently attracted petty vandals and salvage hunters. Heras fencing 
surrounds some of the site and most ground floor doors and windows had been boarded 
over. The overall state of the building appeared to be fairly good with most roofs still 
intact and with little evidence of serious water ingress. The MEC report indicates that 
parts of the building may be cracking or settling but the aim of this report was not to 
look at any structural issues. 
 
The east facing elevation is still the principal elevation although it would appear that 
patrons were directed from the car park into an entrance on the southern side of the 
building rather than following the narrow pathway alongside the very noisy A1. All of 
the windows on this elevation match with Tudor style mullions and hood mouldings, 
none of which match the window styles shown in the early 1900s photographs. Only 
three bays of the original five bayed structure remain with the two most southerly bays 
being replaced by a new and higher gable end. The major rebuilding programme must 
therefore have replaced part of the original building and enlarged all of the existing 
windows to create an almost entirely new building (Fig. 13). As noted above this rebuild 
took place after the publication of the 1904 map is likely to date to the mid-1920s. The 
newly built northern gable has a stone-carved name plaque on it beneath the first floor 
window (Fig. 14). 
 
The south facing elevation shows the shift of emphasis away from direct access from 
the A1 and has a new door facing across the car park (Fig. 15). Many of the outbuildings 
and additions are from the 1970s and 1990s and are of relatively poor quality both 
structurally and architecturally. The west facing elevation is a mix of periods with the 
original roof line of the pre-1900 building visible between the later gabled extensions. 
Three west-facing gables can be seen above the central yard area (Fig. 16). These are 
characteristic of 18th century, or earlier, rear ranges but may be 20th century additions 
built to create larger first floor rooms. Further investigation would be necessary to 
ascertain the most likely date. 
 
Internally the building appears to have undergone a thorough modernisation in the 
1920s when the gables were added. The Tudor style is mixed with Victorian plaster 
detailing possibly to add an air of authentic coaching inn style to the passing customers. 
Later extensions have modernised or covered over any evidence of earlier details. The 
ground floor of the original five-bay building is still clear to see with its thicker walls 
and irregular corners (Fig. 17). Original, but blocked, doorways are also visible. This 
is most easily seen at ground floor level despite much of the area having modern wall 
coverings. The 1920s extensions are much larger and less vernacular in style and may 
have been added to attract the growing excursion and holiday traffic (Fig.18). More 
recent work in the later 20th century appears to have placed most of the service rooms 
on the ground floor and bathrooms on the first floor along the eastern side of the 
building to act as sound barriers to the road. The first floor has been thoroughly 
modernised with little evidence of much original fabric. Measurement of wall 
thicknesses etc. would help identify different phases of the building. 
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Cursory inspection of the building allows a rough construction phase plan of the 
building (Fig. 19). In general this agrees with the one proposed by MEC in their report. 
Further more detailed work would be needed to verify this initial work.  
 

 
Figure 13 East facing elevation of the inn 

Looking north-west. Furthest gable is built against the original end wall of the inn and 
is seen as a slight step in the building line. The centre gable has replaced/enlarged the 

original southernmost two bays. The medieval sundial is built into the wall at this 
point. Mid-1920s addition on far left  

 
Figure 14 East facing elevation stone inn sign 

Looking west. Original building on left 
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Figure 15 South facing elevation 

Looking north-east. A1 road on right of picture 
 

 
Figure 16 West facing elevation 

1920s and more recent additions in foreground. Three possible 18th century (or 
earlier) gables in centre of picture 
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Figure 17 Ground floor of original range 
Looking south. Former doorway on left 

 

 
Figure 18 Inside the 1920s lounge area on the north side of the inn 

Looking north-east. Ground floor 
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Figure 19 Initial suggested building phase plan based on May 2019 site visit 
Further more detailed work required to verify the accuracy of this plan 

 

Discussion 

The Ram Jam Inn in its present form is significantly different to that which it began its 
life. Initial inspection suggests that the core of the building dates at least to the 18th 
century but may be earlier. The Tudor style extensions transformed the building from 
a low two-storey vernacular stone building to a more ornate hotel and inn designed to 
take advantage of the rapidly growing motor traffic and embryonic leisure industry. The 
major rebuild appears to have taken place in the early 1920s and must have taken a 
substantial investment as the resulting building appears to be well-built and well-
designed for its purpose. Later extensions and modifications in the later 20th century 
have not been so sympathetic to the building.     
 
As already noted this is one of the few remaining former coaching inns which still 
survive and still serve (until 2013) the Great North Road. As with many coaching inns 
along this route The Ram Jam Inn has been, and is still, associated with Dick Turpin 
even though there is no evidence that he ever visited it. More recently the lending of 
the Ram Jam name to Geno Washington’s band and then to the Ram Jam Club has 
spread the name across the music world. Whether people know that the band and club 
were inspired by the inn is a matter for debate. 
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Appraisal of the Proposed Development Impact 

The planning application for the redevelopment of the site proposed that the present 
building be demolished to create a large open space for three drive-through retail and 
food outlets with associated landscaping and car parking. This will result in the loss of 
the present building and any former associations the site may have had with the 
coaching inn and the Great North Road. In addition to this loss, any groundworks may 
have the potential to disturb buried archaeological remains and deposits associated with 
the earlier buildings or possibly previously unknown archaeology which may be present 
within the site boundaries. The proximity of the Roman Ermine Street suggests the 
reasonably high potential for Roman deposits. The recovery of the medieval sundial 
and its incorporation into the rebuilt inn might suggest the presence of earlier medieval 
structures.  
  
 

Setting and Impact 

The Ram Jam Inn site lies on the far side of the busy A1 road to the conservation area 
of Stretton village. Although very few parts of the building can be seen from Stretton it 
does form a prominent landmark for vehicles passing both north and south along the 
A1.   
 
It is not listed but does have an entry on the Leicestershire HER. The core of the 
building seems likely to date to the 18th century and may be earlier. Casual inspection 
of the present building might suggest a Tudor origin but is in in fact an example of early 
20th century recreations of previous styles similar to the mock-Tudor houses seen in 
many suburban streets. Its location is now extremely close to the very busy A1and 
because of this the immediate locality around the eastern side of the building is 
extremely noisy and subject to vibration.  
 
The building is in a varying state of repair with the more recent extensions being in the 
worst state. Superficially the core of the building and the 1920s extensions appear to be 
in a rather better state although even these extensions are close to 100 years old. 
Internally, the more easily damaged modern fittings have suffered. 
 
As a building and a heritage asset the building does not have a high significance. 
However, as an historic part of the diminishing resource of coaching inns along their 
original routes it does have some significance. The site and the name of Ram Jam also 
has some significance both to its history, mythology and more recent pop culture. 
Preservation by record (building survey) and perhaps some educational resources to 
preserve the history of the site would help to offset the impact.   
 
 

Possible mitigation strategies for the loss of the buildings 

Although there are some historic elements within the existing building, these are mostly 
hidden within the core.  Removal of the 1920’s extensions would be very different and 
would require extensive reconstruction to create what may then turn out to be a pastiche 
of the photographs taken in 1900.  As the structural survey has identified that the 
building is structurally unsound, any preservation or incorporation into a new building 
is unlikely to be practicable.    
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As it is the place that holds much of the historical value and not the building, in the 
event of planning approval and approval for full demolition of the Ram Jam Inn there 
are a number of possible mitigation strategies which could be employed to help retain 
the historic sense of place and historic associations and reduce the impact of the loss. 
 
A full building survey at a suitable level as specified in the Historic England 2016 guide 
to understanding historic buildings. This would be likely to include full measured, 
photographic and documentary research. The medieval sundial, pub sign potentially 
other architectural fragments would be retained. These could either be displayed on the 
redeveloped site, within Stretton or at a suitable local museum. A watching brief during 
the demolition and redevelopment would enable the identification of earlier structures 
and any buried archaeological deposits within the site.  
 
Along with full building recording it may be desirable to preserve the memory of the 
site by renaming the development after the Ram Jam Inn. Historical and Archaeological 
Information panels could also be installed on the new site, alongside other informational 
resources such articles on local media sites (e.g. village website) or journals to enhance 
the current knowledge of its history.   
 
By providing a record of the building and enhancing public knowledge of the site and 
its function, the measures identified above will mitigate the impacts of the proposed 
development.   
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